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Abstract

Reconsidering Schools as “Ibasho”
—Life Story Analysis of the Loss and Recovery of

“Ibasho” —

Mizuho OYABU

The concept of “Ibasho,” which encompasses a psychological sense of
belonging, is often considered unique to the Japanese language. However, in
recent years, the potential of “Ibasho” has been discussed not only in Japan but
also abroad. The expansion of the concept of “Ibasho” is linked to social
situations in which people are losing their everyday sense of belonging.
Examining the loss of “Ibasho” also leads to questioning the social context in
which the self-evident nature of “Ibasho” is lost.

Schools, a place experienced by many, are no exception. In fact, the term
“Ibasho” is said to have spread as a response to the lack of a sense of belonging
in schools where it should exist. There may be school children who find “Ibasho”
for themselves at home or in so-called “third places”, but if they cannot find
“Ibasho” for themselves there, it becomes indispensable that the school should
function as “Ibasho” for them. This paper analyzes a life story related to the
loss and recovery of “Ibasho” in schools to consider the factors that contribute
to a school being perceived as “Ibasho”, in relation to the characteristics of the
school as a place.

The analysis suggests that when children are guaranteed opportunities for
activities and trustful relationships are built among a limited number of
members, the school tends to be recognized as “Ibasho.” This is attributed to
the school’s characteristic of providing “opportunities for opportunities for
active participation”. On the other hand, when these conditions are not met, it
may lead to the loss of “Ibasho.”

Moreover, this study points out that the loss and recovery of “Ibasho” in one
place can influence other places, suggesting that understanding the
characteristics of a place and leveraging its strengths may contribute to the
recovery of “Ibasho.” Furthermore, it suggests that efforts to maintain

children’s “Ibasho” can provide an opportunity to reconsider the way schools
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operate.

The life story also reveals that teachers, as well as children, can experience
the loss of “Ibasho.” Therefore, when discussing the roles schools should play, it
is necessary to consider the perspectives of various stakeholders, including
teachers. The paper asserts the importance of considering how schools work

together with the diverse stakeholders involved in schools.
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